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GTO of the Month 
My GTO 
By George Jeter 

I can remember during my pre-teenage years, going to the public library 
every month to read the latest edition of Hot Rod magazine (and it was not 
because of the Hooker Header advertisements).  As a teenager, I was a five-
minute bike ride away from Continental Can Alley in East Baltimore.  It 
was a 1-mile stretch of blacktop sidelined with factories and warehouses, 
perfect for after hours street racing.  This began my fascination with the 
muscle car.  Just before my 18th birthday, I purchased my first car, a 1972 
Plymouth Roadrunner.  Consequently, before my 19th birthday, it was 
wrecked and being stripped for parts at the local salvage yard. 
 
Fast forward a few years as my interest in fast sportbikes began to dwindle, 
I started looking towards the 
sports car/coupe for satisfac-
tion.  After much research and 
deliberation, my options were 
narrowed to three choices; C5 
Corvette, 350Z, and the Pontiac 
GTO.  I began attending many 
local car shows and discussing 
the pros and cons of each with 
many car enthusiasts.  One of 
the deciding factors, which the 
other cars could not come close 
to, was the reclining bucket 
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seats.  Unfortunately, once I finally made up 
my mind, the GTO was no longer being pro-
duced and the dealerships were commanding a 
healthy premium.  I was fortunate to find a low 
mileage, well cared for 2005 GTO, which was 
located not too far away.  It’s been a love rela-
tionship ever since. 
 
Shortly after the purchase, the modding began.  
First on the list was the Bassani catback, not 
obnoxious but a blast at WOT.  Current modi-
fications include:  Kooks long tube headers 
with high flow cats, ported and polished throt-
tle bottle, SLP underdrive pulley, Morel lifters, 
Texas Speed camshaft, Volant CAI, TSW 
Thruxton (18x8, 18x9.5), Billet Pro Short 
Shifter, Kirscher Splitter, Spoiler delete, HIDs, 
Spec 2 clutch and debadged in the rear. 
 
As an avid spectator at many racing events, 

especially drag racing, it was a pleasure to par-
ticipate in the club sponsored Ray Brunkhorst 
Drag Day.  I was soundly beaten on numerous 
occasions by the club president, but still left 
with a smile on my face.  Thanks Mark.  My 
son and I enjoyed this event immensely and 
has put me on a path to destruction since the 
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Goat has seen quite a few time slips since. 
 
On the downside, cam walk caused a broken 
stock lifter and a scoured camshaft.  The result 
was a ride through the Kentucky countryside 
without me and a total engine rebuild.   In 
hindsight, a 408 stroker kit would have been 
nice. 
 
After a couple of attempts with the Spec 2 
clutch, I am still experiencing some disengage-
ment issues.  There is a Streetslayer clutch as-
sembly on order from Hendrix-Engineering. It 
should be installed before the weather breaks. 
 

I enjoy being a part of the GTO family.  It’s a 
unique car, which you won’t see on every cor-
ner or at every stoplight.  It will definitely sur-
prise the unsuspecting Charger or Mustang 
owner and is still a head turner.  As mentioned 
earlier, the seats will recline if you are in need 
for that occasional nap.  (Ask me how I know.) 
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The Presidents Scoop 
  By Mark Melrose 

 

What Price Beauty? 
 
 

 Beauty, as the saying goes, is in the eye of the beholder. But what about value and, 
more importantly to hobby purists, worth? Admittedly I am one of those car guys who does 
not hesitate to modify vehicles to my taste – which may well be in poor taste to some. My 
1968 hardtop is painted a non-GM color, the grills and headlight doors are totally blacked-out, 
the engine sports a fair amount of chromed components, the Endura bumper lacks the arrow-
head emblem (ala the 1969), the hoodscoop ornaments are painted black (ala the 1970 Judge), 
the front seats were donated by a 2005 GTO and the car is shod with oversize tires mounted 
on Cragar wheels – and these are only the visible modifications, there have been plenty of me-
chanical mods as well. Were this car, even in “perfect” condition, to roll onto the block at an 
auction house it would be worth considerably less than a restored bone-stock ’68 GTO. While 
it is very dear to my heart and I get many compliments on the character of the car, a GTO pur-
ist would surely classify the car as incorrect at best and ruined at worst. But most of us have 
made at least some modifications to our GTOs in variance to their as-built condition. 
 
 Certainly real value/worth lies in unmolested original examples and in those cars re-
stored to their original configuration. We are generally aware of those most sought-after 
GTOs – Ram Air cars, H.O. cars, Judges and especially Judges combined with convertible 
tops and four-speed transmissions. But there are also comparatively rare GTOs with build 
sheets checked off as ’64-’67 post coupes, Endura-delete 68s and the 400 cubic inch two-
barrel cars built from ’67-’69. And how about combining one of those cars with a front bench 
seat, column shift automatic, open rear end or the standard three-speed manual floor shift? 
What about power windows, AM-FM, 8-track, rear window defoggers, remote mirrors, tissue 
dispensers and the list goes on and on. The beauty of Pontiac’s option list was that you could 
have your GTO built to your own taste – long before and if you ever even decided to flirt with 
any modifications. 
 
 So what is that GTO really “worth”? The purists can give you a number if you stick 
with the factory equipment but the fact is, beauty still remains in the eye of the beholder. 
 
Calling all cars:  Be sure and check the club calendar on the website and in the final newslet-
ter pages for upcoming club events. 
 
 
 

For other upcoming area car shows & cruises see http://clubs.hemmings.com/lakerscarclub/ 
 

Presidents Scoop 
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Gateway GTO Meeting Minutes 

GGTOA 
Minutes: 5/1/2013 

 

7:05PM – Meeting Start 

7:07 – Old Business – Five cars showed up to 
the music video shoot. Barb Lewis made an 
appearance as Marilyn Monroe. The name of 
the video is “Whiskey and the Devil” and it 
will be on Youtube in several weeks. Marty’s 
car was showcased. 

7:14 – The club recognized Earl Lewis with a 
plaque for bringing in our new sponsor. 

7:15 – Club Jackets – So far we have two 
dozen on order. Kathleen could not make it to 
the meeting due to gall bladder surgery. The 
more jackets we order the cheaper they will be. 

7:18 – The Poker Run was cancelled due to 
rain/flooding. Possible new date later this fall. 

7:19 The first North County Cruise Night at 
new sponsor location. We had at least 12 mem-
bers show up in their cars along with a few 
others, even with the cold weather. 

7:22 – Up coming events – Memories Car 
Club 1st Friday of every month. Held at Faith 
Church at 13001 Gravois. Gates open at 4PM. 

7:24 – May 10th is the second North County 
Cruise Night at Complete Autobody. 

7:25 – Hammerstone’s 14th annual car show at 
9th and Russell in Soulard. May 18th 9AM-
4PM. $10 entry fee. 

7:26 – ITT car show on May 19th in Arnold 

7:27 – 5/27/13 Cobblestone Nationals at Fast-
lane Classic Cars. 

7:28 – 6/1/13 St. Charles Heritage Museum – 
1630 Heritage Landing, St. Peters MO. 10AM-
2PM at route 364 and 94. 

7:30 – 6/22-6/23 Missouri River Cruise – 
Booneville MO 

7:39 – 7/9-7/13 Dayton Co-vention. Anyone 
who registered should have gotten their pack-
ets by now. Hotel rooms are getting scarce. 

7:42 – No Tech Issues 

7:43 – Club Personals – Shauna Wollmer-
shauser is back home. Her internship is over 
and she’s got a full schedule at home. She got 
to write new tuning software for Chevy trucks 
with excellent results. She brought in a new 
device that can store multiple tunes, and 
change them on the fly. 

7:50 – Denny Gunn’s car needs a new motor 
build. The car had been driven less than 2000 
miles in 10 years and as a result, he found rust 
in the cylinders. 

7:54 – Chris Simmons mentioned that there 
will be a Ford/Chevy/Mopar shootout at Gate-
way. 

7:56 – Steve Hedrick spoke about the Marine 
Corps League benefit for the Semper Fi Fund, 
to be held on May 4th and 5th in Arnold. 

7:57 – Joe Mayweather’s Church car show will 
be held on Sept 28th at Olivette Missionary 
Baptist Church. 

8:00 – June 9th – chicken dinner at St. Thomas 
Church. 

8:03 – Motion to adjourn by John Taylor, sec-
onded by Shauna Wollmershauser. 

50/50 of $43 won by Jim McCarthy 

 

 



THE HOOD SCOOP       8 

 

North County Cruise Night 
By Chris Winslow 

 
 The weather was once again not our friend at the second North County Cruise Night for 
the year.  In fact, it was raining in St. Charles as late at 5:30 that afternoon.  The rain stopped 
just in time for the event and so a number of brave souls brought out their vehicles for the eve-
ning.  We were, of course, at our new sponsor’s location, Complete Autobody. 

 
 There were a number of 
interesting cars that arrived, in-
dicating that people have heard 
about the new location.  Those 
cars included a really nice 
Dodge Charger with an awe-
some license plate frame,  a pair 
of hot rods, and a number of 
other classics.  For me, how-
ever, the best of show was a 

1972 split bumper Camaro.  
 
 Now that the word is starting to get out, 
all we need is some good weather for this new 
location to really take off.  

Gateway GTO Activities 
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Congratulations to Steve and Tammy Hedrick on 
the marriage of their daughter Krista on May 18th! 
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Still looking for a 2005 Automatic Car - All other slots have been filled 
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2013 GATEWAY GTO 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
June 1 St. Charles Heritage Museum Car Show, 1630 Heritage Landing, St. Peters, MO 63303 (at Rts. 364 
  &94) 10AM-2PM.  (CLUB SPONSORED)  
 
 5 GTO MEETING 7pm J.J.’s 1215 S. Duchesne, St Charles, Mo, 63301 (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 8 JJ’s Cruises at 1215 S. Duschene in St. Charles  second Saturday of the month April-October 
 
 14 North County Cruise Night on the 2nd Friday of each month April-October at Complete Autobody 
  6041 N. Lindbergh, Hazelwood Mo  (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 21-23 All GM-Nationals in Carlisle, PA. See www.carsatcarlisle.com/ce/events/gm-nationals/ for details  
 
 22-23 Gateway GTO Missouri River Cruise to Boonville, MO. Warm Springs (Clydesdale) Ranch Tour, 
  optional overnight stay at the Historic Frederick Hotel in Boonville.  RSVP and questions to Tom 
  & Terrie Oxler toxler@prodigy.net.  (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
July 3 GTO MEETING 7pm J.J.’s 1215 S. Duchesne, St Charles, Mo, 63301 (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 
 9-13 GTOAA/POCI Covention in Dayton, OH.  (CLUB SPONSORED ) 
 
 12 North County Cruise Night on the 2nd Friday of each month April-October at Complete Autobody 
  6041 N. Lindbergh, Hazelwood Mo  (CLUB SPONSORED) 
 

13 JJ’s Cruises at 1215 S. Duschene in St. Charles  second Saturday of the month April-October 
 

 
Gateway GTO Classifieds 

 
 

http://www.carsatcarlisle.com/ce/events/gm-nationals/�
mailto:toxler@prodigy.net�
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CAR 

Auto ● Home ●Life●Business 
1309 Caulks Hill Rd 
St. Charles, MO 63304 
Bus: 636-926-3333 ER#: 636-219-4932 
Fax: 636-441-2482 

elewis@farmersagent.com 

Very Safe IRA’s and Roth IRA’s  Also Rollovers 
www.farmersagent.com/elewis/ 

Earl has been serving the insurance industry for 30+ years. 
Service and advice is his #1 priority. 

Call Earl today and you could save up to 65% on your auto and home. 

LIFE 

HOME 

BUSINESS 

mailto:elewis@farmersagent.com�
http://www.farmersagent.com/elewis/�
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  

President  Vice President Mo  
Mark Melrose Kerry Friedman 
151 Plant Avenue 11580 State Road WW 
Webster Groves Mo 63119 Dittmer, MO 63023 
314-968-3106 573-678-2353 
mjmelrose@aol.com           kfriedman@hughes.net  
Vice President IL.  Treasurer 
Darrell May  Will Bowers  
829 N. Metter  #1 Goshen Woods  
Columbia Il 62236  Edwardsville IL. 62025      
618-281-5884  618-659-0429  
dpmay@htc.net  wwbdsb@yahoo.com   
Secretary  GTOAA Chapter Rep. 
Brian O’Sullivan  Steve Hedrick  
10537 St. Phillip Lane 3676 Morgan Way  
St. Anne, MO 63074  Imperial Mo. 63152      
314-2257240 636-942-4020  
bosullivan@hunter.com shedrick@aol.com  
Photo Album Editor  Club Events Chairman  
Terry Oxler Marty Howard  
450 Muirfield Dr.  7 Newcastle CT  
St. Charles Mo. 63304  St. Charles Mo. 63301      
636-928-5548  636-724-8641  
toxler@prodigy.net  nycgto@att.net   
Web Newsletter Editor  
Chris Winslow (Acting)  Chris Winslow  
44 Marcus Drive  44 Marcus Drive  
St. Peters Mo. 63376  St. Peters Mo. 63376      
636-939-2770  636-939-2770  
chriswinslow@charter.net  chriswinslow@charter.net  
Charity Chairman  Photographer  
Bob Blattel  Chris Winslow  
4564 Austin Knoll Court  44 Marcus Drive  
St. Charles Mo 63304  St. Peters MO 63376      
636-441-3141  636-937-2770  
bob@blattels.com chriswinslow@charter.net  

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album 

If you have photos of past events or if you take pic-
tures of future events that you think would be good 
for our Photo Album, please send them to the 
newsletter editor.  

The Hood Scoop is  published as an informative 
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on 
past,  present,  and future events.  

Advertising rates are:  

$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad 
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 
months, your logo on our Website Sponsor page, 
and a link to your website from our Related Web-
site Link space. 

Advertising Guidelines  

Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members; add 10 
cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is due 
upon submission. (members need to update ads at 3 month 
intervals or ads will be dropped). Classified ads up to 50 
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

Gateway GTO Club Information  

The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the 
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a com-
mon interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.  
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newslet-
ter called “The Hood Scoop”.  The purpose of this newslet-
ter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activi-
ties as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club 
meets every first Wednesday of the month at J. J.’s Restau-
rant, 1215 S. Duchesne Rd, St. Charles, Mo.  63301.  

Membership dues are $35.00 per year and all renewals 
are required to be paid by December 31st. You are al-
lowed to have one associate member.  

Club Sponsor 

As a Gateway GTO member please consider joining the 
GTO Association of America 

The Gateway GTO Association 
 is an official chapter of the  

GTO Association of America 
www.gtoaa.org 

Visit us at 
www.gatewaygto.org or 
www.gatewaygto.com 

2 Locations: 
 
6041 North Lindbergh 
Hazelwood, MO 63042 
(314) 731-7999 
 
10100 West Florissant 
Dellwood, MO 63136 
(314) 868-2000 
 
Tow Service: 
314-427-8697 

mailto:mjmelrose@aol.com�
mailto:kfriedman@hughes.net�
mailto:dpmay@htc.net�
mailto:wwbdsb@yahoo.com�
mailto:littlemissek@gmail.com�
mailto:shedrick@aol.com�
mailto:toxler@prodigy.net�
mailto:nycgto@charter.net�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
mailto:bob@blattels.com�
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net�
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1948 A Sidney Street 
St. Louis, MO 63104 
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